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But you, he asked them, 

Who do you say that I am? 

Matthew 16:15 
 

As we continue to move forward in 2024 
as a church, we will remain intentional in 
making Jesus Christ the foundation that 
we build on. Since early January, I trust 
you have been taking time through the 
week to read the daily Scriptures in the 
Essential Jesus reading plan. What a 
privilege it is to be with Jesus by 
encountering Him in Scripture!  
 

Recently, Christina and I began a four-
week teaching series in the new Baseline 
Life Group. In our first session we looked 
at Scripture to help us in answering the 
question that Jesus asked above in 
Matthew 16. The disciples were asked 
this question after Jesus first asked them, 
“Who do the people say that I am?”  
 

After they gave a variety of answers, 
Jesus then makes the question personal 
by asking the disciples directly what they 
have decided. The reality is this: we also 
need to answer this same question. We 
must make a choice. Consider this quote 
from C.S. Lewis, “You must make your 

choice: either this man was, and is, the 

Son of God, or else a madman or 

something worse.” Let’s consider three 
key truths that help us respond to Lewis’ 
challenge. 
 

Divinity: Jesus is fully God. Jesus said in 
John 10:30 “I and the Father are one.” 
This statement did not sit well with the 
Jewish leaders. In that moment they 
were prepared to stone Him because He 
was claiming to be God. Jesus may not 
have directly made the statement “I am 
God,” but this verse and these additional 
 

  
 

 

Scriptures reveal that Jesus was no mere 
man. (John 8:58; John 1:1-3) 
 

Humanity: Jesus was fully man. In John 
1:14 we learn “the Word (Jesus) became 
flesh and made His dwelling among us.” 
In Hebrews 4:14-15, Jesus is described as 
our great high priest who can sympathize 
with us in every way except that He 
didn’t sin while here on earth. Here are 
more Scriptures that point to the truth of 
Jesus’ humanity. (Luke 2:7; Hebrews 2:14
-16; Matthew 4:1-2) 
 

Lordship: Jesus is Lord of all. This is an 
aspect of Jesus’ identity that is too easily 
missed. In 2 Corinthians 4:5 Paul says we 
are “not proclaiming ourselves, but Jesus 
Christ as Lord.” As we commit our lives to 
Him, we are no longer in charge. We are 
instead submitting to His rule over 
ourselves. To be a slave to Jesus Christ is 
a good thing that leads to the kind of life 
He desires for us. Philippians 2:11 reveals 
a moment when all people on the earth 
will make a confession that “Jesus Christ 
is Lord to the glory of the Father!”  
 

In this newsletter, you will see a visual 
reminder of our Vision 2024 to Make 
Much of Jesus and how to pray for this to 
be a reality for our church leaders and 
our congregation. Now more than ever, 
we as a church need to make sure Jesus 
isn’t just an “add on” to all the other 
things we think is the purpose for the 
church. May we all be able to answer the 
question Jesus asked: “Who do you say I 
am?” with a commitment that is 
reflected in how we live, how we love, 
and how we serve.  
 

The Good News of the Gospel is only as 
good as it’s source. Jesus being fully  
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Who Do You Say I Am? 
BY LEAD PASTOR MICHAEL BELL 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2016%3A15&version=CSB
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Praying you Make Much of Jesus! 
 

Pastor Michael  

divine and fully human is the source. In believing the good 
news we are saying to Jesus that you are the Lord, and you 
are My Lord! We have in Jesus the most reliable source 
possible for the good news He offers. Join us later this month 

as we mark Holy Week, The Passion of Jesus, and celebrate 
His Resurrection. Come and be reminded of all that Jesus 
experienced and accomplished for us!  

 

Who Do You Say I am (Continued from page 1) 

BASELINE  Life Group 
 

 
Curriculum 
 

Introductory Class  -  all facilitators 
 

The Bible  -  Jon and Lisa Balk 
 

The Gospel  -  Pastor Michael and Christina 
 

Prayer  -  Daryl and Wendy Yoder 
 

What does it mean to be a Christian?  -  Jerry and Joyce Duey 
 

What is the Church?  -  Jeff and Ann Reed 
 

Roles of a Believer -  Jeff and Ann Reed 
 

Doctrine  -  Pastor Michael 
 

Wrap Up/Celebration  -  all facilitators 

Come Join Us 
We Are Here 

DAILY PRAYER GUIDE  

 

1) Pray for your leaders. 

• That they would be sensitive to the 
Holy Spirit in leading the church 
forward. 

     2)  Pray that this endeavor of Making Much  
           of Jesus would be successful. 

• To bring transformation and change 
within the body. 

 

     3)  Pray for yourself. 

• That you would be open to what God 
wants to do in your life. 

VISION  2024 

Online Reading Plan at 
journeyclinton.org/essential-jesus 
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However you decide to participate, it’s a day 
well invested. You can show up and get a ticket 
that day or you can sign up with the Journey 
group by April 2 to qualify for the group 
discount. Sign up at the Connection Point to 
reserve your spot. Questions can be directed to 
Annette Eslick or the Church Office. 

There are several ways to get involved. You can:  

 Meet us there  

 Carpool with the group from Journey and enjoy 
fellowship on the drive to and from  

 Join the Journey Church group to eat supper 
together afterwards for a nice time to 
celebrate and share what we have learned 
throughout the day before heading home  

Ladies Iron Sharpens Iron Conference April 13 

Women’s Iron Sharpens Iron is an opportunity to connect with 
women from our church and community, as well as women 
from across the region, who all want to grow in their 
relationship with Christ. It’s a relaxing, refreshing, enjoyable day 
away to focus on your faith walk through praise and worship, 
large group speakers, and small group sessions on a wide variety 
of topics, all relating to being women of Faith in todays world. 
There’s even a wonderful track designed just for teens ages 13-
18. Delicious boxed Chick-Fil-A lunches are available for 
purchase ahead of time if desired. You can reserve yours when 
you sign up. 

WELCOME! 

Tiffani Wicklund is our 
new Administrative 
Specialist. Tiffani has 
already begun training in 
the office a few days each 
week with the hope of 
assuming the position 
fully in early April. 
 
We thank the LORD for 
His provision and His 
faithfulness in the process 

You’re invited to 

Join us for a Day Out at the 

Women’s Iron Sharpens Iron Conference 

Saturday, April 13 

Calvary Church, Moline 

Sign up in the lobby by April 2 

June 10-13 
6:00-8:30 pm 
Family meal served         
5:15-5:45 each evening 
 

We are looking forward to this summer when we will 
once again have our Mega Sports and Art Camp in June. 
Please be considering how you may be able to help and 
mark your calendar for this outstanding children’s event. 

 

Contact Joy Lower with any questions. 

Save the Date! 
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YOU ARE INVITED! 

7 Week Program • 3rd-8th Graders  

Every Thursday, April 11 - May 16  

6:00 - 7:25 pm • In the gym 

Cost: $10 per person/$15 per family 
 
Our archery class will use the curriculum developed by the 

National Archery in the Schools Program. This is the same 

program that is used in the public schools in the State of 

Iowa and nationally. Our lead instructor is a nationally 

certified Archery Coach who taught archery for several 

years in the Clinton Community School District.  

Sign up at www.journeyclinton.org/archery 

Awana News 
 BY ANNETTE ESLICK 

Awana is going strong! 
 

We have got a great group of kids and leaders 
who love Jesus, are learning and growing in 
their relationships with Him, and want to 
impact the world around them with Jesus. 

Each week we have Bible study lessons from 
our handbooks where we dig in and  see what 
God’s Word has to say about life and faith, 
then we play fun games to help us better 
understand and remember the Bible verses so 
that they can become a part of our daily lives. 
Kids are accepting Christ as their Savior and 
growing in Him. 

Please see Annette Eslick if you’d like 
more information about how to get 
involved with this exciting ministry and 
see firsthand how God is at work - the 
future church is getting started on their 
faith journey now and it’s exciting to 
witness!  

WEDNESDAY NIGHTS  
6:-15 - 7:45 PM 

AGES PRESCHOOL - 
6TH GRADE 
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This is a family 

friendly walk-through 

experience of the last 

days of Jesus’ life. 
 
Plan to come and experience the 
events that led up to the good 
news of Easter. 
 

Invite your family and friends to 
walk through with you. 
 

Invitation cards are at the 
Connection Point. 

 HOLY WEEK MARCH 24-30 

During Holy Week the Passion Experience team will be setting up all week 
for the event. 

Therefore, there will be no ministries meeting during the week except for 
AWANA which will meet in the gym. 

Please be praying for the team and the event! 

Contact the office if you have any questions. 

Plan to join us on Easter 
Sunday, March 31, from 
9:00-10:00 a.m. for 
breakfast. This is a special 
time to visit with each 
other and enjoy a light 
meal before the worship 
service. Breakfast will end promptly at 
10am. 
 
Special Easter activities will be held for 

children during this time as well. 

 
Please note there will be no Life Groups that day. 

   Special Easter   
    Ensemble 
 The Easter Ensemble 

Performs at 10:15 am 
 

 Please come early (before 10:15 am) to 

listen to this glorious Easter Celebration 

through music! 
 

 Sanctuary Doors will close at 10:15 am 
 

 Note: If you cannot arrive early, be 

respectful of the musicians and those in 

attendance as you enter the Sanctuary 
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Friday, March 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

Ten years ago, the self-proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS) began marking Christian  
homes and churches with the Arabic letter “n” as its fighters overran parts of Iraq. 
The symbol (“n” for “Nazarene”) marked the buildings as belonging to Christians 
and served as a threat to all believers in the area. Hundreds of thousands of 
Christians fled the country, but where are those Christians today? And what about 
those who stayed behind? 

The Voice of the Martyrs is offering an I am N virtual event that will include 
updates on Iraq and firsthand stories from three Christians who faced intense 
persecution in places dominated by Islam. You’ll learn how God sustained and 
encouraged them through their suffering and how he is still using them today to 
help advance his kingdom.  

Arabic “n” 

Register for FREE at IamNevent.com. Your family and friends may watch from wherever you are. 

Hear their inspiring stories of costly faith and enjoy worship music from Steven Curtis Chapman. 

Friday, March 8, 2024, 7:00P.M. 

Missionary 


