
 

 

OUR WORSHIP 
BY SENIOR PASTOR TOM LOYOLA 

“True worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father 
is seeking such people to worship him.” 
These are the words of our Lord Jesus 
recorded in John’s gospel, chapter 4 
and verse 23.  
 

The Father, God Almighty, is seeking 
people to worship Him! Isn’t that 
amazing? He is seeking people who 
will worship Him in spirit and truth. Is 
that you? 
 

Our dream for the Sunday morning 
gathering at Journey Church is that the 
Father will find what He is seeking—a 
whole room full of people worshiping 
Him in spirit and truth. The way we 
design our worship services has that 
goal in mind. 
 

I want to remind us, in this 
Thanksgiving season—and giving of 
thanks is a vital part of worship, where 
this design for worship came from, 
what it looks like, and why we follow 
it. 
 

This vision for our Worship Journey 
has been percolating in my heart for 
many years. During seminary, the Lord 
opened my eyes to both personal and 
corporate worship. Regarding personal 
worship, I found my personal time in 
the Bible becoming very dry and 
homework-like about 2 to 3 years into 
seminary. Then God brought about a 
conversation with a missionary Sue 
Ann and I met during a six-week 
mission trip to Spain. What came out of 
that conversation was an entirely new 
approach: I focused my personal time 
in the Bible exclusively toward getting 
to know God. I looked for what God’s  
Word revealed about the Lord and then 
I would respond to that revelation (e.g. 

with a prayer or in song to the Lord or 
in some other way). Over the course of 
several years this transformed me from 
being a student of the Bible to being a 
worshiper of the Author of the Bible—
the Lord God. This made a profound 
and lasting change in my life. 
 

Regarding corporate worship, I had a 
professor at seminary who challenged 
me to think more deeply about worship, 
about what God’s people actually do 
when they meet for worship. One very 
significant event during that time was 
when I visited a church which practiced 
a very different approach to worship 
than I had ever experienced before. 
Sometimes that approach is called 
“high church” or “liturgical.” The 
tradition in which I was raised would 
have called their approach empty ritual. 
However, any approach to worship can 
be empty ritual if the worshiper is not 
responding to the Lord from his or her 
heart. What I experienced at that church 
was a Bible-based worship service. The 
prayers and readings in particular were 
remarkably rich, filled with strong 
theology. I was astounded, and moved.  
 

Another very formative experience for 
me was when I planned the worship 
services for 10 years in a church Sue 
Ann and I served in Dallas. This gave 
me the opportunity to build upon what 
God had shown me in seminary about 
worship. I studied the Scriptures, read 
books on worship and thought deeply 
about it..  I planned the worship 
services very intentionally, thinking 
carefully about how one part of the 
service related to the next—the 
importance of the order of worship.  
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ANNUAL BUSINESS 
MEETING 

Please stay on November 8 for  our 
Annual Business Meeting following 
the worship service.  The primary 

agenda item will be the proposed 2021 
budget. 

Members, please make it a priority to 
attend. 
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OUR WORSHIP continued  
BY SENIOR PASTOR TOM LOYOLA 

These experiences ultimately gave rise to what 
we have now been practicing in our church since 
September 2018—worship as a journey through 
the Gospel. As you know, this weekly Sunday 
journey together has eight steps: call to worship, 
invocation, confession of sin, proclamation of the 
Gospel, response to the Gospel, listening to 
God’s Word, response to God’s Word, and 
benediction. Although we take these same steps 
each week in our worship journey, our services 
do not always look the same. Many of these steps 
can be expressed in different ways. For instance, 
the call to worship can be expressed through a 
prayer, through a song, through reading a 
passage of Scripture (e.g. Psalm 100:1-3), or 
through words the worship leader will say. This 
kind of variety will help keep our services fresh. 
 

However, what is more important than variety in 
how we worship is the heart we bring to worship. 
We want to be the people, the worshipers Jesus 
talks about in John 4:23; people seeking Jesus 
from the heart. A people with hearts longing to 
know the Lord and to bring Him glory. A people 
who gathers on Sunday morning “to come to the 
Father through Jesus the Son and give Him the 
glory, great things He has done” (hymn, “To God 
Be the Glory”). 
 

Why have we adopted this approach to worship? 
Because we want to worship the Lord more 
intentionally, to come into His presence with a 
purposefulness which is reflected in each step of 
our journey. I believe God is pleased with this 
approach and I believe God transforms us as we 
take this worship journey. Why transformed? 
Because “we all, with unveiled face, beholding 
the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from one degree of glory to 
another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18). 
 

I also believe that this approach to worship is life
-transformational because it is gospel-centered:  

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the 
power of God for salvation to everyone who 
believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek” (Romans 1:16). The Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is the power of God. As we return to the 
Gospel each week and worship the Lord in a 
journey through the Gospel, there is no telling 
what God will do, powerfully, in us, among us, 
and through us. 
 

This approach to worship is not new. God’s 
people have been taking these steps in worship 
for centuries. But be assured that this approach is 
not old in the sense of being outdated and 
irrelevant. One experience God used to rekindle 
this vision for worship in my heart took place 
during our 2014 mission trip to Booneville, 
Arkansas. On the way there, the team of youth 
and adults from our church worshiped at Mystery 
Church in Joplin, Missouri. The worship service 
took the very steps I outline above, but it was 
done in a very contemporary fashion. I was 
greatly encouraged, not only to experience this 
worship journey again, but also to see this 
“liturgical” approach done in a current style. 
 

Worship Journey is at the heart of our Journey 
Vision. Yes, the entire Journey Vision sprang 
from my vision for worship. But more than that, 
worship is our highest priority—the Father seeks 
worshipers (John 4:23). Worship is our destiny 
(see Revelation 5, especially verses 11-14). John 
Piper opens his book on missions with these 
words: “Missions is not the ultimate goal of the 
church. Worship is. Missions exists because 
worship doesn’t. Worship is ultimate, not 
missions, because God is ultimate, not man. 
When this age is over, and the countless millions 
of the redeemed fall on their faces before the 
throne of God, missions will be no more. It is a 
temporary necessity. But worship abides 
forever.” (Let the Nations Be Glad, p 11) 

Strengthening men to lead where God has placed 

 What: food, connecting 
with men, learning, 
encouragement 

 Why: intentionally 
grow stronger in Christ 

 Who: all men, high 
school age and older 

 
 
 

 When: Wednesdays 
6:00-8:00 PM: 
November 18, January 
27, March 3, April 7, 
and May 12 

 Where: Youth Room 
(Room Y—upstairs in 
the CE wing; access 
from the gym) 

 

Join us for our next meeting 
November 18 at 6 PM in the 

Youth Room!  

& Elders 
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BY JERRY & JOYCE DUEY 

Among other traditional observances this month, November is also 
known to be National Orphan Awareness Month. The legal definition 
for orphan used in the US is a child bereft through death or 
disappearance of, abandonment or desertion by, or separation or loss 
from both parents or one parent. (breakawayoutreach.com).  
 

How does that affect us as a body of believers in Jesus? It is important 
because God says so, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress 
and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” James 1:27 
 

As one who gives financially to Journey Church, you help support 
Brook of Hope orphanage in Kenya. Pastor James Mumo encountered 

some young vulnerable boys who were living on the streets of his home town, Maai Mahiu. Having been 
abandoned by their mother, the boys were begging for food. After helping them a little, they seemed to 
seek him daily. God impressed upon Pastor James that he was to do more than a “little” and in 2012 he 
began the ministry of Brook of Hope. He and his wife, Susan, secured housing for eight boys, fed them 
and enrolled them in school. Pastor James had his hands full as these boys were accustomed to being very 
independent, living without rules and having had established destructive behaviors. Over time, though, by 
loving them, caring for their needs, and being consistent in his expectations, the boys have grown into 
young men who now love Jesus, are succeeding in school, and caring for others.  
 

Brook of Hope is sustained by the support of those who have compassion for the needs of these boys who 
have been abandoned by a parent and living on the streets since as young as age 8. Pastor James envisions 
a ministry that includes permanent housing for these vulnerable children. (They currently live in an  8’ x 16’ rented 
room). Needs are great just in his home town, and he would like to help up to 36 children, boys and girls. A building 
project is under way. A dormitory cottage is in the process of completion thanks to three churches in the US, Journey 
Church being one. Classrooms for a school on the property is next. Once three classrooms are completed the facility will 
become a boarding school and intended to be self-sustaining.  
 

Isaiah 1:17, “Learn to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless..” Part of our 
mission budget assists Brook of Hope as a ministry to vulnerable boys. Pastor James writes that he and the boys pray for 
Journey Church regularly and wants you to know that Jesus states, “Truly, I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least 
of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” He and the boys of Brook of Hope say, Thank You for your assistance! 

 

Envelopes at the Connection Point and in the Office 
*If PAYMENT IS A BURDEN, Sign up & come anyway! Just Fill out the envelope and put an “S” in the Total. 

If you have been blessed this year and would like to contribute so others can attend, please do so! 

Ticket prices:* 
  Adults: $9 
  Kids 5-12: $6 
  Kids 4 & Under: Free 

    Sunday, November 22, 2020;  Service at 4:00 pm; Meal at 5:00 pm 
Sign up & Pay by November 8 

Please Join us for our... 

Thanksgiving Service Dinner  

 

Recent photo of Brook of Hope boys 
Pastor James, Susan, Alpha & Caren 

First cottage under construction for 
living quarters for the children of 

Brook of Hope 

Simon when he first  
Arrived to Brook of 

Hope 



 

 

JOURNEY STUDENTS WILL 
MEET AT 6 PM ON THESE 
DATES THIS MONTH: 
November 8 
November 13: High School   
Lock in 
November 15 

November 21: Game Night 
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BY THE MISSIONS LEAD TEAM 

The Missions Team is once again promoting the 
Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes which are available 
in the church lobby. The boxes need to be returned by 
Sunday, November 15. A $9 donation is critical to cover 
shipping and project costs. An envelope is attached to the 
pamphlet to put the money in which is then to be placed 
inside the box, or you can give online through Follow 
Your Shoebox and discover the destination of your box. 
Please read the pamphlet inside the shoebox carefully to 
know what you can and cannot put in your box.  

Ideas for items to go in your shoebox: School supplies are 
important because they might not be able to attend school 
without them. Holders for soap and toothbrushes will help 
keep them clean. If you include a short note and your 
address you might possibly receive a response back 

After receiving the shoeboxes, 
boys and girls are invited to 
enroll in the Greatest Journey, a 
12-lesson discipleship program 
where children learn to faithfully 
follow Jesus and share their faith 
with others. The lessons are 
taught by locally trained 
Christians who have participated 
in the teacher trainings. The 
Greatest Journey is one of the largest discipleship 
movements in the world, and we at Journey Church have 
the great privilege of being a part of it through something 
as simple as a shoebox. And most importantly, PRAY for 
the child who will receive your gift.   

Thanks just doesn’t adequately express my appreciation for all 
of the beautiful cards that were sent with your kind expressions 
of sympathy and your encouraging words over the phone after 
Mom’s passing. The Memorial gifts of money will be donated to 
Journey Church in Mom’s memory. A special thank you to 
Pastor Tom and Pastor John for their care and concern and their 
many prayers that helped us through some very difficult days 
and also Pastor Tom’s wonderful graveside service. The past 
year had been quite challenging for Mom as her eyesight was 
rapidly diminishing and her body was failing which had made it 
impossible for her to attend her beloved Journey Church and see 
her many friends. That really saddened her. We were thankful 
for the Sunday Chapel at Harbor Crest. So grateful that we were 
able to attend those services together every Sunday, but even 
that was interrupted by Covid.  
 

Covid, as it has to all of us, brought on it’s own struggle with 
the quarantine and isolation it demanded. Although her body 
was shut in, through her gift of faith and love and prayer she 
was constantly “on the go.” The walls could never lock her spirit 
in! She spent a lot of time on the phone! I smile now when I 
think of all of the wonderful friends she had gathered and how 
faithfully they stood by her. Having the chance to visit with so 
many of them, the one word they seemed to share a lot with me 
is “mentor.” Her essence lives within so many and will remain 
as a warm place in so many hearts. As all who knew her would 
attest to, she displayed a lot of love and understanding with a 
sprinkle of mischief and an abundance of laughter. I know she is 
rejoicing and I am also rejoicing as I think of her in her heavenly 
home with a restored mind and body the eyesight that she so 
longed for, now allowing her to gaze into her dear Lord and 
Savior’s eyes as He wraps His loving arms around her. Love to 
all of you…Mom’s and mine!  

In His Love, 

Ann Petersen (Betty Henry’s Daughter) 

Thanksgiving Donations  
The Deaconesses are once again putting together 
gifts to bless some folks in our congregation with  
provisions to enjoy a bountiful meal this 
Thanksgiving. You can be a part of this blessing by 
placing your financial gift in an offering envelope 
marked “Thanksgiving Baskets.”  Contributions can 
be made through November 15. 
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November 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
9:00 - Life Groups &  
Children’s Sunday School 
10:30 - Journey Worship  & 
Communion 

2 3 
9:30 AM - Daughters of the 
King Bible Study  
 

6:30 PM - MOH LG 
7:00 PM - Music Team  
Practice 

4 

 
5:30 PM  - Elder  Meeting 

 
6:00 PM - Awana 

5 

 

 
6:45 PM - Home LG 

6 7 

8 
9:00 - Life Groups &  
Children’s Sunday School 
10:30 - Journey Worship 
 
6:00 PM -Journey Students 

9 

11:00 AM - Mission 
Lead Team 

10 
9:30 AM - Daughters of the 
King Bible Study  
 

6:30 PM - MOH LG 
7:00 PM - Music Team  
Practice 

11 

 
5:30 PM  - Elder  Meeting 

 
6:00 PM - Awana 

12 

 

 
6:45 PM - Home LG 

13 

 

 
6:00 PM - High School 
Journey Students Lock-in 

14 

15 
9:00 - Life Groups &  
Children’s Sunday School 
10:30 - Journey Worship 
 
6:00 PM - Journey Students 

16 

 
6:00 PM - Deaconess 
Meeting 

17 
9:30 AM - Daughters of the 
King Bible Study  
 

6:30 PM - MOH LG 
7:00 PM - Music Team  
Practice 

18 
 

6:00 PM  - Gear Up! 
 
6:00 PM - Awana 

19 

 

 
6:45 PM - Home LG 

20 21 

 
6:00 PM - Journey  
Students Game Night 

22 
9:00 - Life Groups &  
Children’s Sunday School 
10:30 - Journey Worship 
4:00 PM - Thanksgiving 
Service & Dinner 

23 24 
9:30 AM - No DK LG-
Thanksgiving Break  
 

6:30 PM - MOH LG 

7:00 PM - Music Team  
Practice 

25 

 
5:30 PM  - Elder  Meeting 

 
6:00 PM - Awana 

26 

Office Closed 

27 

 

Office Closed 

28 

29 
9:00 - Life Groups &  
Children’s Sunday School 
10:30 - Journey Worship 
 

 

30      

Jou rney Chu rch Events 

CELEBRATE OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

Happy Birthday! 
1 Tammy Giddings 
4 Henry Langrehr 
 Sue Brown 
 Tom McCormick 
5 Barb Raab 
 Norma Jones 
8 David Harris 
 Liliana Traverse 
10 Samuel Sheets 
11 Aurora Wanzek 
13 Jim Kramer 
15 Chris Von Holten 
18 Lynn Wiese 
20 Jim Tietjens 
21 Jake Bailey 
 Meg Hinrichsen 
 Pat Danielson 
22    Joe Duval 

24 David Livingston 
26 Kathy Tompkins 
29 Kevin Hansen 
30 Dorothy Obright 
 Julie Foust 
 Micah Cewe 
 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

8 Joe & Marcia Duval 
9  David & Carolyn     
 Livingston 
24 Pete & Meg Hinrichsen 
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