
 

 

BY SENIOR PASTOR TOM LOYOLA 

Those five words come from a 
children’s song Sue Ann and I sang 
with our children and with the children 
who attended the 5-Day Clubs and 
Good News Club we hosted in our 
home. The words, as I recall, go like 
this: Be a missionary every day. Tell 
the world that Jesus is the way. The 
Lord is soon returning; there is no time 
to lose. So, be a missionary, God’s own 
emissary, be a missionary today! Let’s 
go! 
 
This simple song teaches a good point: 
you don’t have to move to another 
country to be a missionary. In truth, 
every Christian is a missionary. Our 
Lord Jesus has given us a mission—to 
make disciples of all nations. To the 
extent we take this mission seriously, 
and participate in it, to that extent we 
are missionaries. Every day! 
 
October is Missions Month at Journey 
Church. During this month we will talk 
about the missionaries we support as a 
church. But in so doing, let’s not 
overlook how this applies to you, to us: 
we are missionaries. How are we doing 
with fulfilling our God-given mission? 
 
I grew up as an “MK” … a missionary 
kid. I was born in Ecuador, South 
America, while my parents were 
serving there as missionaries. Their 
primary ministry was through HCJB 
radio: Dad preached over the air and 
Mom sang.  
 
However, my MK experience was a 
little different. We moved to Miami, 
FL, when I was about 3 years old. My 
parents were still missionaries—they 
served under a mission board while 

Dad traveled throughout the Spanish-
speaking world teaching and preaching 
the Bible. God used him to bring many, 
many people to saving faith in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Part of my MK experience was Dad 
being gone for weeks at a time, 
sometimes months at a time. Mom and 
we four kids would pray for him and 
his ministry, asking God to save lost 
souls. God answered those prayers. 
 
But I was an MK growing up in the 
USA. That was a little weird. “What 
does your dad do?” was a common 
question among kids when I was little. 
“My dad is a mechanic,” or “My dad  
is a fireman,” or “My dad is a dentist.” 
When I answered, “My dad is a 
missionary,” I received quizzical looks. 
Sometimes they would ask what that 
meant and my stammering attempts to 
explain left them puzzled.  
 
As a family, however, we did do 
“missionary” things. We mailed out 
periodic prayer letters to our supporters. 
This was a family project. I remember 
sitting around the kitchen table with my 
siblings preparing the mailing, 
assembly-line style. My job was folding 
the 8.5x11 sheet of paper to fit in a 
letter-size envelope. And there was a 
specific way it was to be done. My 
parents showed me how and explained 
why it had to be done that way. I still 
fold letters the same way! 
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BE A MISSIONARY EVERY DAY 

 Journey Students 
 will meet at 6 PM           
on these dates: 
 October 11 
 October 18 
 October 25 
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SUNDAY  Adult Life Groups at 9:00 am 
Foundations                         Sr. Pastor Tom Loyola 
MIXED, ROOM G 

Logos                               Jon Balk 
MIXED, ROOM U 

Yadah Yada                      Mike Ketelsen 
MIXED, FELLOWSHIP HALL-OFFICE SIDE 

Daughters of the King          Sue Ann Loyola 
WOMEN, ROOM S 

MEN OF HONOR                            Gary Fier 
MEN, FELLOWSHIP HALL-KITCHEN SIDE 

Living Stones                        Scott Smith 
MIXED, OVERFLOW 

 
SUNDAY Student Life Groups at 9:00 am 

Middle School Boys                 Hans Hinrichsen 
    ROOM V 

Middle School Girls                Monica Clarke 
    YOUTH ROOM         
High School                Corrine Sheets 
    YOUTH ROOM 

High School  Boys            Jerry Duey 
    YOUTH ROOM 

 

 

TUESDAY Adult Life Groups 

Daughters of the King     Sue Ann Loyola 
WOMEN, FELLOWSHIP HALL, 9:30 AM 
 

MEN OF HONOR               Dan Liedke 
MEN, PARLOR, 6:30 PM 
 

THURSDAY Adult Life Group 
HOME BIBLE STUDY            Jerry Duey 
MIXED, LOCATION ROTATES, 6:45 PM                         

 

Adult Life Group (Day and Time TBD)  
HOME BIBLE STUDY                   Ken Clarke 
MIXED, LOCATION ROTATES, DAY/TIME TBD            
           

 

Page 2 

BE A MISSIONARY EVERY DAY continued 
BY SENIOR PASTOR TOM LOYOLA 

We also took trips to visit our supporters—churches and 
individuals. Most of our support base was in the Midwest. 
I remember as a young boy from Miami marveling at 
what the Midwest looked like: fields of corn lining the 
road, red barns with nearby farmhouses, trees I only read 
about in books, like apple trees and cherry trees. I was a 
bit charmed by it all. The four kids stayed on a farm for a 
few days while Mom and Dad had other meetings. That 
was an experience!! 
 

And we prayed for our supporters. During family 
devotions each night, we used prayer cards Mom had 
made for each of our supporters. We took turns praying 
for them as we rotated through the stack of cards. I can 
still remember some of the names. In fact, one of my 
fellow students at seminary, upon graduation, went to 
pastor one of our supporting churches. That church 
continued to provide financial support to my mother until 
the day she died at 96 and ½ years old. 
 

During our seminary years, Sue Ann and I engaged in 
extended ministry trips to other countries. In 1982 we 
spent the summer serving in England. The next summer 
we spent six weeks serving in Spain. We were seeking 
God’s will about whether He wanted us to serve Him in 
some other country. We concluded that He was not 
leading us to another country, so we have served Him as 
missionaries in the USA. We have lived in places which 
were not native to us, learning the culture and working to 
spread the gospel there. But wherever the church was 

located that I pastored, we considered the neighborhood in 
which we lived to be our primary personal mission field. 
The 5-Day Clubs and Good News clubs I mentioned 
above were some of the ways we spread the gospel to 
people in our neighborhoods. After several houses were 
broken into in one of our neighborhoods—ours 
included—we started a Neighborhood Crime Watch. It 
was a way to build relationships for Jesus. 
 

We have hosted an evangelistic Bible study for 
unbelieving neighbors, passed out gospel tracts on 
Halloween, hosted gospel-centered Christmas parties in 
our home, cared for neighbors in their times of need, 
helped them and let them help us, and talked about Jesus. 
I remember the surprise on the face of one neighbor when, 
sitting in his home, I talked with him about the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ and showed him how we can 
know it was a real historical event.  
 

The ways we have worked to spread the gospel of Jesus 
have not always been the same in each of our 
neighborhoods, nor have we been “perfect” missionaries, 
but we believe Jesus has us here on mission. And if you 
have put your faith in Jesus to save you from your sins, 
you, too, are a missionary. October, Missions Month at 
Journey Church, will remind us of this calling. 
 

Be a missionary every day. Tell the world that Jesus is the 
way. Let’s go!! 
 



 

 

THANK YOU!  
 

This is one of those times when saying thank you doesn’t 
seem like enough.  The church family reached out in my 
time of need and I truly feel like God answered my 
prayers.  They helped me clean the huge mess that was 
caused by the Derecho of August 10.  Thank you so 

much and God Bless you!   Monis Ramnath 

CAPITAL “C” CHURCH 
 

Josh and Anna Traverse will be joining an effort to 
plant a new church in Clinton, Hope City Church. They 
love Journey Church and have treasured their years 
here. Indeed, you may still see them from time to time! 
However, they are also excited to be part of this 
initiative to help on the ground floor of a distinctive 
new church. And since Journey Church and Hope City 
Church are both part of The Church, we can rejoice 
with them! There are plenty of lost people in Clinton to 
go around! Thank you, Josh and Anna, for serving our 
Lord Jesus at Journey Church and God bless you as you 
go to serve Him in this new gospel venture! –  Pastor 
Tom  
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS 
FROM DICK CARPENTER,                 
TRUSTEE CO-CHAIR 
 

After 15+ years, 12 as co-chair, I have decided to step 
down from the Trustee Board effective September 30, 
2020. Over the years we have been through many ups 
and downs, some pretty major; with His guidance we 
have weathered the storms.  
 

I consider it a privilege and blessing to have worked 
with many people to carry out the tasks necessary to care 
for His church and flock. 
 

I leave the present Trustee Board in very capable hands, 
knowing they will be diligent and hard working for the 
best of us all.  See you when COVID-19 calms down a 

little.  Dick Carpenter 

CLINTON PREGNANCY CENTER’S ANNUAL FALL FUNDRAISING BANQUET 
 BY GARY FIER 

Dear Faithful Friends for Life, 
 
Our 2020 ANNUAL FALL FUNDRAISING BANQUET is 
going VIRTUAL due to the current pandemic. To ensure 
your safety and ours, we will not meet in person at 
Rastrelli’s  this year. Instead our first ever online premiere 
virtual event will be held on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29 
from 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM on YOUTUBE. You can now 
gather in your living room with your family and friends to 
enjoy hearing amazing stories of how God is changing 
hearts, healing souls and saving babies from abortion right 
here at the Pregnancy Center and to also help us raise funds 
to continue this important work. 
 



 

 

 

 TOWER REPAIR 
The “tower”—the brick structure holding the cross 
at the front of our church building—has been a 
source of water damage in our worship center for a 
long time. When you sit in the pews looking 
forward, you can see a dark stained area at the top 
of the main wall behind the stage to the left. This is 
caused from moisture entering the wall through the 
deteriorating tower bricks and joints. 
 
Some years ago, we spent thousands of dollars to 
repair it. It required replacement of approximately 
80 bricks and “tuck pointing” (repairing the 
masonry joints). It proved to be a stopgap effort at 
best. 
                
Presently the tower is in very bad condition and 
will eventually start crumbling down and causing 
more interior leaks and water damage.  
  
We are getting prices to remove the tower and 
rebuild it to roof level or, the best option is to 
remove the tower and replace it with appropriate 
appearing stones from ground to roof level. 
 
If you have any questions about this, please speak 
with Gary Fier, chairman of our Trustee Board. 
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FROM THE TRUSTEE BOARD 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE! 
 
Dick Carpenter has resigned from the Trustee 
Board after 15 years of faithful service, 12 years as 
co-chair. Dick was a great example of God's 
leading and Dick's obedience to faithfully serve the 
Church and the congregation. Join the Trustees in 
thanking Dick for so many years of service! 

 

FALL CLEANUP DAY 
 

We will have a fall clean up day at Church on 
Saturday, October 17, from 9 AM -12 noon. Rain 
day will be October 24. Please bring hedge 
trimmers (electric & manual), pruners, rakes, and 
wheelbarrows. Thanks for serving! - Trustee 
Board 
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BY JERRY & JOYCE DUEY 

The Mission Lead Team is eager to present Journey 
Church’s supported missionaries and challenge your 
involvement in missions this month of October. As one 
who gives to Journey Church you are a part of each 
missionaries’ ministry team through the church’s financial 
support and your prayers.  
 

We introduce our national and international missionaries 
on October 4th. Each will read a verse of Romans 10:8-18 
ending with the theme verse, “Their voice has gone out into 
all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.”  
 

The original plan to have Curt and Marla Bender visit was 
cancelled due to their health issues. However, Curt has sent 
a video update of their ministry and Marla’s health to be 
seen Sunday, October 11.  
 

You won’t want to miss the youth presenting a mission 
theme skit Sunday, October 18th, “Wake up, the Harvest is 
Ready.” 
 

The month concludes with opportunity to participate in 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox. 
Additional information as well as shoeboxes will be 
available. The filled shoeboxes can be returned any 
following Sunday thorough November 15th. If you are not 
inclined to shop, you can build a shoebox on line at 
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/buildonline  
 

According to Samaritan’s Purse website; the amazing 
journey of a shoebox gift begins with you and results in 
evangelism, discipleship, and multiplication. This happens 
as pastors in over 100 countries host outreach events in 
places where people may not know Christ and invite them 
to follow Him. For many children, this is the first gift they 
will ever receive. More important than the items inside the 
shoebox, the gifts are an opportunity to share God’s love— 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
and the Good News of Jesus Christ—with children in need.  
As a result of what a new believer learns in a 2-week 
course, The Greatest Journey, boys and girls grow in Christ 
and share with friends and family. The students also invite 
others to their graduations where the Gospel is shared. This 
often brings parents, siblings, and friends to accept Christ 
and become active members in the local church.   
 

Please help yourself to the newly updated Missionary 
brochure located on the table in the foyer. Prayer cards of 
some of our supported missionaries are available also.  
Remember our missionaries in prayer, write to anyone of 
them and ask to receive their updates and prayer letters.  It 
truly does encourage them.  Current updates are posted on 
the bulleting board across from Pastor John’s office.  The 
bulletin board outside of the library highlights each of our 
international, national and local missions. 
 

 

Gear Up! is resuming Wednesday, October 14! 

 What: food, connecting with men, learning, encouragement 
 Why: intentionally grow stronger in Christ 
 Who: all men, high school age and older 
 When: Wednesdays 6:00-8:00 pm: October 14, November 18, January 27, March 3, April 7, and May 12 
 Where: Youth Room (Room Y—upstairs in the CE wing; access from the gym) 
 

Watch for further information coming soon. 

Strengthening men to lead where God has placed them  

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/operations-chrismas-dhild/buildonline

