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Are You Sure?
BY SUE ANN LOYOLA

I don’t know how many tracts (those
little leaflets that explain the gospel)
that I have signed in my life or how
many times I have asked Jesus to be my
Savior. When I was in college I
remember reading a booklet about
repentance and how important it is to
salvation and went around for days
trying to “really” repent. I remember
trying to feel sorry for my sins but
always wondering if I was really sorry;
and how sorry do you have to be?
What is the perfect amount of sorrow
that really means you have
repented?

nothing would separate me from God.
I remember feeling like anything could
happen to me and it would be okay
because I belonged to the Lord. But
much of that became muddled through
the years with questions, doubts and
fears.

Then I realized, with the Lord’s help,
that I am not trusting in an idea, my
ability to “get it right,” or some feelings
that I should have. When you trust in
Jesus Christ for your salvation, you are
trusting in a Person—Jesus Christ,
God’s own beloved Son. You are
laying aside anything and everything
Are you like me? Have you ever
that you can do or be in your own
wondered if you “did it right?” I mean, strength to be right with God and
if you really trusted Jesus as your
trusting in Jesus Christ alone. You
Savior, and how you know for sure?
don’t have to worry that you did
Was my prayer correct? Did I really
everything right—you trust in
trust Jesus or was I just saying words? Someone: the sinless, perfect Son of
God who did get everything right, to be
When I was a young person I heard
sermons over and over where the pastor right for you (in your place). When you
trust Him, you are repenting (turning
said “be sure that you’re sure that
from) your sin and any hope of
you’re sure that you are saved.” I
would try to look inside for some kind reaching God on your own and trusting
of assurance but I was never quite sure Jesus only.
how you were supposed to be “sure that I encourage you today to think about
who you are trusting for your eternity
you’re sure.”
I do recall the joy I felt as a child when with God. Even if you prayed a prayer
at some time your life—it is not a….
I trusted in Jesus. I knew that I was
bound for heaven and that absolutely
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CALENDAR
May
1
Awana Awards Night
5
Communion Sunday
Business Meeting
6, 13, 20 Sign Language Class
7, 14, 21, 28 Worship Rehearsal
8
Awana Leaders; Ignite
12 Mother’s Day
14, 21, 28 Ladies’ Bible Study
16 M&M’s Meets
19 Grad Sunday
27 Memorial Day—Office Closed
June
1
Caleb Hirl’s Grad Party
8
Summer Camp Training
15 Men of Honor Breakfast
16 Father’s Day
Child Dedication
18-21 UNITE Work Camp
June to be continued
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Are You Sure? continued
….it is not a prayer that saves you, it is Jesus. Look to Jesus alone, my dear friend. He is sufficient—more than
sufficient—He is the only way to the Father. No one and nothing else can intercede for you. It is a decision you make—
not just to assent that there is a God, but to trust in Him (Jesus), and Him alone to cleanse you from your sin.
I discovered there is a way to be sure that you’re sure that you’re sure you are saved: go to God’s Word and trust what
He has said: “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son
has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.” This is the only thing you need to be sure of: that you
are trusting in Jesus Christ and Him alone for your salvation. 1 Corinthians 15: 3-4 says: “For what I received I passed
on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that He was buried, that He was
raised on the third day according to the scriptures…”
Jesus is the object of our faith. Keep Him the focal point and you don’t need to doubt or wonder any more if you are
saved from your sin. Know, that if He is the One you are trusting, that it is enough. He has already done everything you
need to be saved—there is nothing you can add.
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal
life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him. Whoever
believes in Him is not condemned…” (John 3:16-18a)
I want to encourage you to say it out loud. “Jesus, you are the Savior, you are my Savior. I am trusting you alone to save
me from my sin and make me right with the Father.” Say it over and over, say it every time you are wondering if you are
saved. He is the Savior—your Savior and you are waging war for your peace and assurance. Be assured that He is the
only way to the Father and by telling Him so, you are trusting in Him and fixing your mind on what is true. Don’t worry
about feelings—just keep speaking the truth. Really, I think this is all we can do. We cannot look within for peace. We
know we have no hope apart from Jesus. So, express your faith out loud. “I have no Savior apart from you Jesus. I am
trusting you alone for my salvation.”
Keep your eyes off yourself and the temptation to question but rather, look to Jesus and tell Him you are trusting Him.
Tell Him and tell Him and tell Him—don’t worry about your feelings, other people’s experiences, or anything else—He
is the Savior! He is YOUR Savior! Trust Him by telling Him!
Hebrews 7:25 “Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him, because He always lives
to intercede for them.”
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Recent Missionary Updates
and Prayer Needs
FROM THE MISSIONS LEAD TEAM
Brian and Robyn Wallace
The Wallace family will be in the United States for May and June. They
come home to the US every two years. Pray for safety as they travel. Change
can be hard on them especially for their daughter, Noel. Pray for their
marriage as they are in the US. Robyn writes that it is easy to feel
disconnected as they travel so much. Pray that they will listen and act as led
by the Holy Spirit
Jared and Anna Olander
Pray for their son Collins as he continues to recover from a severe dog
attack. He had over 30 puncture wounds and over 25 stitches. Praise for his
miraculous protection and pray for continual healing both physically and
emotional. Pray for the Olanders as they will be traveling to the United
States in June and July to visit friends and supporters. Pray as God prepares
them for their next project in Kenya.
Curt and Marla Bender
Pray for the health issues that Marla is encountering and for a treatment plan
for her cancer that would offer some high likelihood of success.
Josh and Jen Duey
Pray as they finish up the school year at the collages they are serving. Both
Josh and Jen are finishing classes that they are taking this year for advanced
degrees. Pray for Aubrey and Alex as they finish their school year in June.
Ray and Kay Baker
Pray for the release of the book that Ray has edited and had a part in writing.
It deals with the issues relating to the LGBTQ community, the Bible, and
the Christian Church. Pray that it would be received well.
Kyle and Carrie Eipperle
They will be moving back to the US in June. Pray for all that goes into a
permanent move. Pray that the kids would be able to adjust; for them the US
will be like a foreign culture. Pray for the continuation of their ministry as it
will be based here in the US as opposed to being in the Ukraine.
Ross and Mary Hunter
Pray for the Hunters as they continue their ministry with the Quichua in
Ecuador and Venezuela. Pray for the despair that has come because of the
hyper-inflation there.
Thanks for keeping our missionaries in your prayers. Do not forget to check
on their updates on the bulletin board across from Pastor John's office.

ATTENTION
M&Ms:
50’s & Up!

Join us and the church staff on
May 16 at 11:30 am in the
Fellowship Hall for good food,
fantastic fellowship, and
meaningful prayer. See you there!

UNITE Work
Camp 2019

June 18-21• Cost is $50
Paint houses in our community,
connect with other local churches,
and enjoy times of worship and
teaching. Deadline to sign-up is
May 15!

Grad Sunday

On May 19 we will be celebrating
our high school graduate,
Caleb Hirl.

Child
Dedication
Father’s Day, June 16
If you would like to dedicate your
child/children on June 16, sign-up
by June 2 using the Connection
Card.
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BY JOY LOWER, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
It’s hard to believe that Summer Sports Camp is now just over two months away, and I am getting really excited for
the week! The kids will have fun participating in a sport or activity and learn new skills, which is great; they will
make new friends and strengthen current friendships, which is awesome; and they will hear the Good News that they
can have salvation through trusting in Jesus, which is life-changing!! Each summer children come to our Summer
Camp who don’t yet have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, and by the end of the week some of those
children have chosen to trust in Him for the forgiveness of their sins. Now that is something to get excited about!
I love that God allows us to declare His praises and tell others of His good works. Each and every one of us has the
opportunity to play a role in sharing Jesus with the kids this summer! If you love an excuse to be goofy and have fun,
you can lead a small group of children through the evening as they practice drills and scrimmage. Maybe you’re
more of a “behind the scenes” type and could help in the kitchen or with snacks. Not sure you have the energy to
keep up with kids? We can use you at the registration table! Of course we need some great coaches for each sport,
and we are also offering Art as a choice for the older kids. Most of all, I humbly ask that you would pray for our
ministry this summer. We are assembling a prayer team to specifically cover each aspect of Summer Camp in prayer,
and to ask the Holy Spirit to move in the lives of the children AND volunteers! Whatever God is calling you to do,
you can use the insert in the bulletin to indicate your preference, send me an email at JoyL@journeyclinton.org, or
just talk to me. Also, mark your calendar for Saturday, June 8th when we will have our Summer Camp Training. I am
eager to see what God has in store for us!
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CELEBRATE OUR CHURCH FAMILY:
Happy Birthday!
1
7
8
9
14
15
17
19

Donna Haan
Tenley Cewe
Cyndi Jones
Mike Berry
Michael Foust
Mimi VanPelt
Sadie Wiersema
Aurilla Stormes
Debbie McCormick
Rachel Logan
Cletus Portz
James (Jim) Boysen

20
21
23
24
26
28
29
30
31

Maya Von Holten
Wendy Yoder
Betty Henry
Lori Callahan
Calvin Pluister
Bryce Burget
Thomas (Tom) Jones
Roy Wilson
Cheri Hirl
A. Dean Decker
Arlene Dykema
Laura Burget
Paul Gordon

Happy Anniversary!
1
2
6
8
23
24
25
27

Jim & Joanne Tietjens
Dan & Cindy Nelson
Ken & Monica Clarke
Jon & Lisa Balk
Jim & Laura Norman
Jeff & Ann Reed
Joe & Lori Bonnell
Hans & Joy Hinrichsen

Forming followers of Jesus who impact their world
563-243-4164 • Fax: 563-243-0255
www.journeyclinton.org
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