
 

 

Picture Perfect 
BY SENIOR PASTOR TOM LOYOLA 

Well, Christmas is coming. The 

commentators at the Macy’s 

Thanksgiving Day Parade proclaimed 

that the arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus 

on the last float of the parade officially 

began the holiday season. Christmas, 

by which I mean the present-day 

American holiday, carries many 

memories and different meanings from 

person to person. Families celebrate the 

holiday in a variety of ways. In your 

mind, what would be the picture perfect 

Christmas? 

For me, it would include my wife 

and children. Now that Sue Ann 

and I are “empty nesters,” having 

the children at Christmas is not a given. 

I think back a number of years ago to 

when our children were younger and 

we would go celebrate Christmas with 

Sue Ann’s family. Everyone would 

convene at Grandma’s and 

Grandpa’s—Sue Ann’s siblings, their 

spouses and children … thirteen of us. 

On Christmas morning, we all gathered 

around the tree, read the Christmas 

story from the Bible, and opened gifts. 

We didn’t hurry the opening of 

presents, so it lasted for a pretty good 

while. We tried to pay attention to each 

gift opened and “ooh” and “ahh” 

accordingly.  

After the last present was opened, we 

might play for a little while with one or 

other of the gifts, but pretty soon it was 

time for the Christmas meal. We had to 

join a couple of tables to get everyone 

together. Once everyone was settled, 

we prayed and enjoyed the feast 

Grandma, and others, had prepared. It 

was a traditional meal: turkey, mashed 

potatoes, stuffing (or, dressing, 

whichever is your term), sweet potato 

casserole, green bean casserole, 

cranberry sauce … and, of course, 

gravy. The more, the better. Those were 

good times! 

Does your “picture perfect” Christmas 

look similar to that, or is it different?  

And do you think your Christmas this 

year will be picture perfect? Possibly, 

for some, but not likely for others. 

Things change over time, loved ones 

pass away, and what may have been 

treasured in the past will never be 

recaptured exactly as it was. Perhaps 

for you, your picture perfect Christmas 

is not something you have ever 

experienced, but is more of a dream, a 

wished-for special day … a longed-for 

reality. 

continued on page 2 
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Picture Perfect continued:  A longed-for reality. Indeed, that is what Jesus came to bring about … 

life as God intended it, unmarred by sin and sin’s corrosive destruction … the kingdom of God. And this first coming of 

Jesus, His birth some 2000 years ago is, of course, the real “Christmas.”  

If we had been in Bethlehem the night Jesus was born, watching as observers, I doubt we would have described the 

scenario as “picture perfect.” Mary and Joseph were not at home in their own town of Nazareth. No, they had been 

displaced by a decree of Caesar Augustus … for government red tape! After traveling to Bethlehem to register for taxes, 

Mary was in labor. There was not room for them in the inn. Can you imagine the situation? … traveling on foot or by 

donkey, being in labor, and finding no hotel room (of course, in our day, we would be looking for the emergency room!).  

Not ideal. 

Add to that the fact that the One being born was the eternal God, now God in the flesh. He was the Messiah, the King of 

kings and Lord of lords. You would think His birth should have been marked by splendor and beauty, certainly 

something along the line of picture perfect. 

No, our Savior humbled Himself. He took on human flesh, and adopted the position of a servant. As the Servant, He 

lowered Himself to the point of death by crucifixion, death in our place to accomplish salvation, forgiveness, and 

restoration to God. In fact, the life, death, resurrection, and exaltation of Jesus will eventuate in the complete overthrow 

of all sin and evil in the universe! The work of Christ will make possible the new heaven and the new earth in which 

righteousness dwells. 

That, friends, is the longed-for reality planted deep in each human heart. We long for the kingdom of God, that picture 

perfect world in which grief, pain, and sin have no part. Joy, love, and peace instead! And that is the future reality for 

each person who believes in the Lord Jesus! 

Jesus’s less than picture perfect entry into the world will one day bring about the ultimate picture-perfect reality.  

Merry Christmas! 

December Newsletter 

REMINDERS  
The church building is closed  
for Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day. Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year! 

Awana will not be meeting the 
week of Christmas. Also,  
M&Ms is not meeting this 
month. 
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Christmas Eve Service, starts at 7:00 pm 
 

Invite a friend to our Christmas Eve service by using the What 
Child is This? invite cards available at the Connection Point.  

Our December sermon series is of the same title and  
will focus on who Jesus is. 



 

 

 

CELEBRATE OUR CHURCH FAMILY:  
Happy Birthday! 
1 Brian Decker 

2 Kaitie Martin 

 Laura Norman 

4 Molly Norman 

5 Anna Traverse 

7 Judy Portz 

 Kyler (Lower) 

8 Jon Balk 

11 Casey Overberg 

12 Ruth Foley 

14 Tiffany Prince 

15 Ken Okland 

16 Sue Ann Loyola 

17 Laikynn Jo Gordon 

18 Janet Ketelsen 

20 Joyce Wiersema 

21 Kathy Schmoll 

 Larry Cornelius 

23 Joyce Duey 

25 Cindy Nelson 

 Kathy Brown 

 Rick Wilke 

 Shirley Carpenter 

 Tammy Bandixon 

26 Addie Vance 

 Brent Witt 

 Kristin Brown     

 Serene Hamad 

 Wayne Gordon 

28 Anna Swanson 

29 Bill Giddings, Jr. 

 Lillie Decker 

Happy Anniversary! 
 

12  Bill & Ann Klahn 

19  Larry & Linda Cornelius 

24  John & Carol Van Pelt 

29  Mike & Ruth Foley 

31  Jeremiah & Jacquelyn Haas 

Page 3 December Newsletter 

“Thank you for the thoughts, prayers, 

cards, and wishes of sympathy with the 

loss of my sisters” - Arlene Dykema 

Dear Church Family, 
At this Christmastime, we find ourselves 

again grateful to the Lord for you. We 

count it a privilege and a joy to be part of 

the Journey Church family! As we 

celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ, may your hearts be warmed 

with a fresh realization of the greatness of 

the Father’s great love for us, that He 

would send His Son into this sin-sick 

world to bring grace and truth. We trust 

yours will be a truly blessed Christmas and 

New Year!  

WITH LOVE, PASTOR TOM & SUE ANN 

Sunday Morning 
Life Group for Men:  
Honoring Christ  
BY GARY FIER, LIFE GROUP LEADER 

The Sunday morning men's  Life Group 

will be starting a new study on December 

9. It would be a good time for men who 

don't have a Life Group or are looking for 

a change to start in ours. We will be doing 

a DVD study "Twisting the Truth" by 

Andy Stanley. This study helps us 

discover the ways the truth gets twisted in 

our lives and culture and how we can 

recognize and overcome them. 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
FROM JOY LOWER, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Children Christmas Singing  
During Worship Service 
On December 16th, our children will be singing some Christmas carols 

during the service. They have been practicing and are excited to share 

the joy of Christ’s birth with us all!  

Advent  
I love how this time of year is filled with wonder and joy and 

expectation. Sparkling lights transform ordinary homes. Children 

eagerly await Christmas goodies and presents under the tree. As a 

parent, I can't wait for Christmas morning and the joy of spending it 

with my family! Traditionally, the four weeks leading up to Christmas 

are called Advent, a time of preparation to celebrate the birth of our 

Savior. If your child attends Sunday School, they will receive an Advent 

calendar with a simple activity for each day of December. The goal is to 

focus on others and sharing the love of Jesus during the season when we 

remember how He showed His love to us. There are also many Advent 

devotionals geared toward families, which can help draw our hearts 

closer to Christ. Whether every day or just once a week, time spent 

reading Scripture and talking with your kids about the expectation of 

Jesus' birth will deepen our appreciation of the amazing gift God gave 

us in his Son. 
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Editor’s note: This monthly series, “5 Family-Friendly Things,” 

spotlights five family-friendly entertainment choices on film, 

DVDs, streaming or television.    

The commercialization of Christmas started in the early 

1900’s, grew out of control by the middle of the century, 

and has gotten only worse each decade since.  

Thankfully, though, we have Charlie Brown and Linus to 

remind us about the true meaning of the season.  

A Charlie Brown Christmas aired first on Dec. 9, 1965 and 

has been broadcast every year since to become the second 

longest-running Christmas special on television, trailing 

only Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. But unlike that latter 

holiday special, A Charlie Brown Christmas keeps the focus 

squarely on the baby Jesus. 

A Charlie Brown Christmas leads this month’s list of “5 

Family-Friendly Things.”  

The half-hour special airs each December on ABC -- this 

year’s date wasn’t set at publication time -- but also can be 

purchased for a small fee on Amazon streaming. Sometimes 

it’s available for free on YouTube.  

The story follows a gloomy Charlie Brown as he organizes 

a play while searching for the real meaning of Christmas.  

“Isn’t there anyone who knows what Christmas is all 

about?!” Charlie Brown shouts during the cartoon’s 

pinnacle.  

That’s when his thumb-sucking friend Linus steps in, taking 

center stage and reciting Luke 2:8-14 from the King James 

Version of the Bible. 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 

which is Christ the Lord,” Linus says, in part. 

Upon conclusion, Linus tells his friend, “That’s what 

Christmas is all about, Charlie Brown.”  

The only thing missing is an invitation.  

My family and I watch A Charlie Brown Christmas each 

December. It’s hilarious and inspiring, and it never gets old.  

Also worth watching this month: 
‘The Christmas Chronicles’* -- A Netflix original movie, 

it follows a brother and sister who accidentally cause 

Santa’s sleigh to crash. They then must help him deliver 

presents across North America. It is marred slightly by a 

few coarse words -- including the little girl saying h--l and a 

policeman saying d--n -- but carries positive messages 

about family, tragedy, sibling rivalries and reconciliation. 

(We also learn the children haven’t gone to church since 

their father died.) My family doesn’t “do Santa,” but I 

nevertheless enjoyed this one. It began streaming in late 

November. Rated TV-PG.           

‘Billy Graham: An Extraordinary Journey’ -- Billy 

Graham’s life is recounted in a documentary that includes 

interviews with dozens of people, including his mother (the 

footage is old but fascinating) and well-known names like 

Larry King, Tom Brokaw and President George H.W. Bush. 

The film tells us about his childhood, his marriage, his rise 

to prominence, his stance in support of Civil Rights, and his 

international travels. It may be the best documentary on 

Graham I’ve seen. The 70-minute film is available on DVD 

and streaming platforms. Not rated.  

‘Sergeant Stubby: An American Hero’ -- World War I 

had its share of heroes, but one of those was a four-legged 

creature who saved American lives. His name was Stubby, a 

stray dog who found his way onto a ship across the Atlantic 

and brought joy to the men of the 102nd Infantry Regiment. 

He also took part in several battles. An animated film, 

Sergeant Stubby is a great way to teach children about 

World War I as we commemorate the 100th anniversary of 

the end of it. It contains no coarse language, and the war 

violence is minimal. I showed it to my 6-year-old twins. 

Available on DVD and streaming platforms. Rated PG for 

war action and some thematic elements.    

‘Little Women’ (2018) -- This modern adaptation of the 

classic Louisa May Alcott novel includes the same 

characters as in that book -- Jo, Meg, Beth and Amy -- but 

is set in modern times. Like the book, it has dozens of 

positive lessons, too. Among them: don’t waste your life, 

prioritize your family, and learn to forgive. Thankfully, it’s 

also family-friendly, with no coarse language and no 

sexuality. Rated PG-13 for some thematic elements and teen 

drinking. It releases on DVD Dec. 18.  

Michael Foust is the husband of a wife named Julie and the 

father of four young children. He has covered the intersection of 

faith and entertainment for more than a decade.  

‘Charlie Brown Christmas’ leads December family-
friendly spotlight  BY MICHAEL FOUST 
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Awana:  
Operation 
Christmas 
Child 
Shoeboxes  
BY JEREMIAH HAAS,  
AWANA DIRECTOR 

The Awana TNT and Sparks 

groups were happy to put 

together 31 boxes as part of 

Operation Christmas Child in 

November. Their joy of 

giving was very evident 

during the night.   

Thank you to everyone who 

has been praying for Awana 

and a big Thank You to all 

the volunteers who give their 

time to further share the love 

of Christ. We’ve regularly 

had between 35-40 children 

prior to the cold and flu 

season. I would ask the 

church body for continued 

prayer for good health for 

our leaders that we can 

continue our mission through 

this winter.  

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOEBOXES 

BY JOAN LOGAN FOR THE MISSIONS LEAD TEAM 
Journey Church, you are amazing! A count of 123 shoeboxes were filled and returned, 31 of which were filled by the 

Awana kids and their leaders! And every one of them represents an opportunity to share the Gospel. This ended our 

participation in OCC for this year, but the journey is just beginning for the shoeboxes. Pray that they will not be held up 

at ports of entry, and remember to pray for the child who will receive your box. If you went online and printed out a 

Follow Your Shoebox label, we would be interested in knowing the destination of your boxes. Thank you over and over 

for your generosity. It can't be done without you. - The Missions Team 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 


